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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MBABAN 02812 290918Z 
ACTION OC-06 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO CCO-OO OCPE-OO SY-05 FBOE-OO 
A-01 /023W 

083119 290924Z/20 

P R 290800Z SEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MBABANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2885 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 

CONFIDENTIAL MBABANE 2812 

DEPT FOR OC/PE; NAIROBI/ACCRA FOR RCO; PRETORIA FOR RSO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: AFAC, ABLD, ASEC 

SUBJECT: WATTS RENOVATION 

REFS: (A) STATE 230839; (B) MBABANE A-7; (C) MBABANE 2617 

1 . REF PARA 1 REFTEL A. EMBASSY BELIEVES RECOMMENDATION 
PROPOSED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO MODITY ROOM 4 TO HOUSE 
1012 DISINTEGRATOR WOULD POSE NO PROBLEM OTHER THAN BEING 
COSTLY (PLUMBING WOULD HAVE TO BE REROUTED AND WALL REMOVED, 
ETC.) PLEASE NOTE: PRESENT WIDTH OF ROOM FOUR IS APPROXIMATELY 
TWO INCHES SHORT OF SIX FEET. 

EMBASSY WOULD PROPOSE AS ALTERNATIVE FOR DEPARTMENT'S 
CONSIDERATION THAT THE 1012 DISINTEGRATOR BE PROJECTED FOR 
ROOM SEVEN. ROOM SEVEN HAS BEEN PROJECTED FOR THE EMBASSY 
FILES AND COMMUNICATIONS STORAGE AREA. THERE IS ADEQUATE 
SPACE TO ACCOMMODATE BOTH THE EMBASSY FILES AND THE 1012 
DISINTEGRATOR IF DEPARTMENT WISHES TO MAKE THIS MODIFICATION. 

ONE ADVANTAGE OF ROOM SEVEN FOR THE 1012 
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DISINTEGRATOR IS THAT FOR E&E PURPOSES FILES THAT 
WOULD HAVE TO BE DESTROYED COULD BE DESTROYED IN 
SAME ROOM. AN AIR CONDITIONER IS PRESENTLY LOCATED 
IN ROOM 7. THE PRESENT VAULT DOOR COULD REMAIN OR ANOTHER 
ONE INSTALLED TO REDUCE NOISE LEVEL OF 1012 DISINTEGRATOR 
WHEN IN USE. 
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2. REF PARA 2 REF A. ADMIN OFFICER/BLS HAS HAD MEETING 

WITH EMBASSY BUILDING MANAGEMENT AND REPORTS THEY WOULD 
HAVE NO OBJECTION TO PROPOSED 5-FOOT EXTENSION, BUT DRAWING 
WOULD HAVE TO BE MADE OF PROPOSED AREA FOR PRESENTATION TO 
TOWN COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL. THEY SEE THIS PRESENTATION AS 
ROUTINE AND WOULD BE ACCEPTED. EMBASSY WILL SEND POLAROID 
SHOTS OF EXTERIOR AND FORWARD TO OC/PE. WOULD APPRECIATE 
OC/PE PROVIDING EMBASSY WITH CLEAN SKETCH OF WHAT EXTERIOR 
AND INTERIOR OF BUILDING WOULD LOOK LIKE WHEN GENERATOR 
AREA COMPLETED. WHEN RECEIVED EMBASSY WILL GIVE TO 
BUILDING MANAGEMENT FOR PRESENTATION TO TOWN COUNCIL FOR 
APPROVAL. 

3. REF PARA 4 REF A. CRO CAN FIND NO CORRESPONDENCE OR 
SHIPPING INFORMATION TO INDICATE THAT A MOSLER CLASS V 
VAULT DOOR AND DAY-GATE WERE ORDERED FOR THIS POST. 

4. RSO PRETORIA HAS INDICATED THAT HE IS PLANNING TO 

VISIT MBABANE IN MIDDLE OF OCTOBER. EMBASSY WILL FORWARD 
COST ESTIMATE OF TOP FLOOR RENOVATION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
AFTER VISIT. (WOULD ENVISION 4-5 WORKING DAYS AFTER 
RECEIVING RSO RECOMMENDATIONS). 

FYI: REF B GIVES IMPRESSION THAT BUILDING MANAGEMENT WILL 
PAY FOR THE PROPOSED STAIRCASE LEADING TO TOP FLOOR. 

BUILDING MANAGEMENT IS WILLING TO BUILD IT BUT WOULD SEEK 
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REIMBURSEMENT FROM EMBASSY IN INCREASE OF RENT TO COVER 
AMOUNT OVER LIFE OF PRESENT LEASE. 

ADMIN OFFICER/BLS MET WITH BUILDING MANAGEMENT 
SEPTEMBER 28 AND LANDLORD PREFERS THAT OC FUND ALL 
RENOVATIONS FOR TOP FLOOR INCLUDING STAIRCASE. LANDLORD DOES NOT 
HAVE READY CASH TO BUILD STAIRCASE. 

ADMIN OFFICER/BLS TENTATIVELY PROPOSES THAT EMBASSY 
DEAL DIRECTLY WITH ARCHITECT WHO WOULD DRAW PLANS, LET 
BIDS. AND SUPERVISE ALL PHASES OF PROPOSED RENOVATION 
OF TOP FLOOR AND STAIRCASE. 

5. ADVISE. 

WACHOB 
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